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CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 5389 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJ: POLITICAL FOCUS SHIFTS AWAY FROM KANU ELECTIONS 

1 . SUMMARY: LESS THAN A MONTH AFTER THEY WERE ABRUPTLY 
POSTPONED, THE KANU NATIONAL ELECTIONS HAVE VIRTUALLY 
CEASED TO BE A TOPIC OF CONVERSATION IN KENAY. YET POLITICAL 
MANEUVERING CONTINUES UNABATED. THE FOCUS IS NOW ON 
PARLIAMENT AND ON NYANZA PROVINCE (LUO TRIBAL AREA). IN 
BOTH PLACES THE INITIATIVE HAS BEEN SEIZED BY THE ANTI- VICE 
PRESIDENT MOI GROUP, WHO HAVE BECOME MORE RATHER THAN LESS 
AGGRESSIVE. END SUMMARY. 

2. KANU ELECTION: NO ONE, OTHER THAN PERHAPS PRESIDENT 
KENYATTA, KNOWS FOR SURE WHEN THE ELECTIONS WILL TAKE 
PLACE. OPINIOONS AS TO WHAT THE PRESIDENT'S INTENTIONS 
NOW ARE VARY CONSIDERABLY, BUT EVERYONE AGREES THAT IT IS 
KENYATTA HIMSELF WHO WILL DETERMINE THE TIMING. THE PUBLIC 
POSTURE ADOPTED BY ANTI-MOI GROUP IS THAT ELECTIONS ARE OFF 
FOR FORESEEABLE FUTURE. A LEADING MEMBER OF THIS GROUP. 
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MINISTER OF COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT PAUL NGEI (KAMBA), TOLD 
EMBOFF APRIL 29 THAT HE WISHED TO PLAN HIS (LEADER) GRANT 
TO VISIT U.S. TO BEGIN AT END OF MAY, 1977 BECAUSE HE WAS 
CERTAIN ELECTIONS WOULD NOT BE RESCHEDULED FOR ANY TIME SOON. 

MP GEORGE ANYONA (KISH), ALSO A LEADING FIGURE IN ANTI-MOI 
GROUP. HAS TOLD EMBOFF ON MORE THAN ONE OCCASION THAT HE 
BELIEVES PRESIDENT HAS NO INTENTION OF RESCHEDULING ELECTIONS 
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WITHIN NEXT FEW MONTHS. THESE COMMENTS SQUARE WITH WHAT 
EX FONMIN NIOROGE MUNGAI, WHO WAS LEADER AND REMAINS AN 
IMPORTANT FIGURE IN ANTI-MOI GROUP, PREVIOUSLY HAS STATED. 

3. ON OTHER HAND. FINANCE MINISTER KIBAKI TOLD DCM THAT 
MOVE WAS AFOOT TO RECOMMEND RESCHEDULING OF KANU ELCTIONS 
DURING TEMPORARY RECESS IN THIS SESSION OF PARLIAMENT 
(NAIROBI 4719), AND OTHER SOURCES REPORT THAT MOI HIMSELF 
WENT TO MOMBASA WEEKEND OF APRIL 23-24 TO DISCUSS RE- 
SCHEDULING OF ELECTIONS DIRECTLY WITH PRESIDENT. AS USUAL, 
KENYATTA IS PLAYING CARDS VERY CLOSE TO HIS CHEST AND MAY 

AS IN THE PAST BE TRANSMITTING CONFLICTING SIGNALS TO 
OPPOSING FACTIONS. 

4. PARLIAMENT: LED BY PARLIAMENT S MOST VOCAL MEMBER, 

GEORGE ANYONA, ANTI-MOI GROUP IS MAKING EFFORT TO EXPOSE 
CORRUPTION THEY BELIEVE TO INVOLVE LEADING MEMBERS OF THE 
MOI CAMP. IMMEDIATE TARGET IS HANDLING OF MULTIMILLION DOLLAR 
TENDERS TO SUPPLY KENYA RAILWAYS WITH VARIETY OF EQUIPMENT. 
LETTERS OF INTENT TO SERVERAL COMPANIES, WHICH WERE ORIGINALLY 
EXTENDED JUNE 9, 1976, WERE WITHDRAWN BY MINISTRY OF POWER 
AND COMMUNICATIONS WITHOUT EXPLANATION ON SEPTEMBER 8, 1976. 
CERTAIN FIRMS DID NUCH BETTER SECOND TIME AROUND. ANYONA 
HAS SUGGESTED THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL NJONJO, MINISTER OF 
POWER AND COMMUNICATIONS OMOLO OKERO (LUO) AND EX-AGRICULTURE 
MINISTER BRUCE MCKENZIE, A POWERFUL BEHIND THE SCENES 
OPERATOR HERE, WERE ENGAGED IN SECRETIVE (READ ILLICIT) 

DEALINGS WITH RESPECT TO HANDLING OF THESE TENDERS. NJONJO, 

OKERO AND MCKENZIE ARE CLOSE MOI ALLIES AND ASSOCIATES. 
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NAIROBI STANDARD, WHICH SERVES AS POLITICAL MOUTHPIECE FOR 
GROUP ASSOCIATED WITH MUNGAI, HAS DEVOTED HEADLINES FOR TWO 
DAYS TO THIS AFFAIR IN EVIDENT EFFORT TO GET AT MOI BY 
DISCREDITING HIS ASSOCIATES. 

5. TO DATE, NEITHER ANYONA NOR OTHER MP'S WHO HAVE SPOKEN 
ON THIS ISSUE IN PARLIAMENT HAVE MADE SPECIFIC ALLEGATIONS. 
ANYONA TOLD EMBOFF THAT STRATEGY IS FOR HIM TO TABLE MOTION 
MAY 6 CALLING FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION 
TO INVESTIGATE POSSIBILITY OF MALFEASANCE BY COMPANIES AND 
OFFICIALS INVOLVED. ANYONA SAYS PRIVATELY THAT HE 
POSSESSES DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE OF CORRUPTION WHICH HE WILL 
INTRODUCE AT RIGHT MOMENT. 

6. BATTLE FOR LOU SUPPORT: KIAMBU KIKUYU-LED GROUP HAVE 
REGARDED KIKUYU-LUO ALLIANCE AS INTEGRAL PART OF THEIR 
POLITICAL STRATEGY, BUT HAVE BEEN FRUSTRATED IN IMPLEMENTING 
IT. CURRENT LUO CABINET MEMBERS OMOLO OKERO AND MINISTER 
OF TOURISM AND WILDLIFE GGUTU, ARE MOI BACKERS. KIAMBU 
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KIKUYU'S HAVE, THEREFORE, ENCOURAGED THE POLITICAL RESURREC- 
TION OF EX-KENYA VP JARAMOGI OGINGA ODINGA, WHO SHARES DIS- 
TASTE FOR MOI, AND WHO IS STILL GENERALLY CONCEDED TO BE THE 
SINGLE MOST POPULAR AND INFLUENTIAL LUO. ALL EFFORTS, HOWEVER, 
TO REFLOAT ODINGA IN KANU ELECTION CONTEXT WERE NEUTRALIZED 
BY PARTY APPARATUS CONTROLLED BY MOI SIDE (MATANO, MUNOKO 
ETC.). 

7. NOW, IN NEW GAMBIT, GROUP OF FOUR LUO MPS AND OTHER 
TRIBAL LEADERS WHO OPPOSE MOI (SUCH AS ACHIENG ONEKO), HELD 
PUBLIC MEETING IN SOUTH NYANZA AND CALLED PUBLICLY FOR 
ODINGA TO REASSUME LEADERSHIP OF LUO COMMUNITY. FOUR PART 
RESOLUTION RELEASED BY GROUP CALLED SPECIFICALLY FOR LUO 
UNION, THE LUO TRIBAL WELFARE ASSOCIATION, TO BRING ABOUT 
CLOSER COOPERATION WITH KIKUYU COUNTERPART, GEMA. MEETING 
WAS GIVEN PROMINENT FRONT PAGE TREATMENT BY STANDARD, AND 
VIRTUALLY IGNORED BY DAILY NATION. OTHER LUO MPS SUBSE- 
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QUENTLY ISSUED STATEMENTS OPPOSING ANY RESUMPTION OF LEADER- 
SHIP ROLE BY ODINGA. SIGNIFICANT ELEMENTS ARE 1) THAT 
INFLUENCE OF KIAMBU KIKUYU GROUP, AND THEIR CONTROL OF THE 
STANDARD, HAS RENDERED IT ACCEPTABLE AND POSSIBLE TO MAKE 
EFFECTIVE PUBLIC CALL FOR ODINGA'S RETURN TO LUO LEADERSHIP; 

AND THAT, 2) PRO-ODINGA GROUP HAS THROWN IN PUBLICLY WITH 
KIKUYUS. 

8. COMMENT: AS PREDICATED, POLITICAL INITIATIVE HAS PASSED 
TO ANTI-MOI GROUP. THIS GROUP IS VIGOROUSLY ATTEMPTING TO 
EXPLOIT EXTRA TIME GRANTED BY ELECTION POSTPONEMENT TO CHANGE 
THE POLITICAL BALANCE. THIS IS NOT TO SUGGEST THEY WILL BE 
SUCCESSFUL, BUT THEIR POLITICAL MANEUVERING IN PAST FEW WEEKS 
SEEMS FAR BETTER PLANNED AND ORCHESTRATED THAN THAT PRIOR TO 
ORIGINAL ELECTION DATE. 
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